
Module Socio-Cognitive Neuroscience (M.Psy.1006), SoSe 2024 
 

Socio-cognitive neuroscience aims to understand phenomena in terms of the interactions 
between three levels of analysis: 1) the social level, which examines the influence of socio-
motivational and emotional factors on experience and behavior, 2) the cognitive level, which 
deals with the information-processing mechanisms that lead to phenomena on the social 
level, and 3) the neural level, which deals with the neural mechanisms underlying social 
cognition. 
Students acquire in-depth knowledge of theories and current findings in socio-cognitive 
neuroscience. They learn the basics of imaging, electrophysiological and peripheral 
physiological methods and their application in this field of research. 
 
Structure: Each topic is covered in an introductory lecture by the lecturers and a joint 
discussion of a paper in the group. 
 

 
Study performance: Regular study of literature, preparation and presentation of short 
papers as well as regular active participation in the discussions in the two seminars. 
 
 
Schedule and Topics: 

• Introduction to Socio-cognitive Neuroscience & discussion of organizational issues 
(April 9th) 

• Topic 1: How language shapes perception of emotions 
(introduction: April 16th, reading group: April 23rd) 

• Topic 2: Social learning 
(introduction: April 23rd, reading group: April 30th) 

• Topic 3: Social decision making 
(introduction: April 30th, reading group: May 7th) 

• Topic 4: Anti-social behavior 
(introduction: May 7th, reading group: May 14th) 

• Topic 5: Music and social interactions 
(introduction: May 14th, reading group: May 28th) 

• Topic 6: Human-machine interaction 
(introduction: May 28th, reading group: June 4th) 

• Topic 7: Conformity 
(introduction: June 4th, reading group: June 11th) 

• Topic 8: Emotion Regulation 
(introduction: June 11th, reading group: June 18th) 

• Topic 9: How language shapes perception of the world 
(introduction: June 18th, reading group: July 2nd) 

• Integrative discussion and Q&A session 
(July 9th) 
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